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THE HTKKNOTH OF THE INVASION

The number of the enemy engaged in the Utc

demonstration on Washington continues to I*

matter of speculation and oontrovcrs}. ^ he

fact, as we have previously intimated, that t e

ehould be any room for such disoussion',
strongest possible proof that the number o t ie enemy

^

in our immediate presence wa» compara ivc y sma ^
From the best information we can gain it ap¬

pear, to us that the Btatements we ongtnally made

on the subject have not been invalidated by the ad-

ditioD&l evidence brought to light, since the ieap-

pearance of the enemy from our front has enabled

the people of Maryland, residing in the vicinity,
to make report on the number of the invaders who

pass.d beneath their observation.
We stated on Thursday last that the number

of the troops actually engaged in the feint on hort

Stevens was not judged by competent observers to

have exceeded live hundred u en. This is^ the
force whioh laid Washington under 11 siege, foi

there was no actual attack on fhe defences at any

other point; and yet such wns the impression here

produced that no attempt was made until late on

Tuesday, the 12th instant, to feel the real strength
of the invading force at that or any other point.
It has never been doubted by us that the smu

force engaged in the demonstration on hurt Ste

vens was only the advarco guard of a stronger
force lying behind it, or near it, and ready to be

Teveakd on the approach of our troopB ; but no at¬

tack having been made by our troops until late ou

the second day of the city's investment, there was

no occasion for a manifestation ol the lull strength
of the enemy in this direction The siege was

sufficiently established tor the time b) " the live

hundred."
We learn authentically that the headquarters <>1

Gen. Early, the commander of the invading lorecs,
¦were on the farm of Mr. Riggs, adjacent to that ol

Mr. Blair; and the number of the Confederate
troops who bivouacked on the same farm is esti¬

mated by witnesses, and from the marks left by
the enemy, to have been between one and two

thousand.
~ At Beltsville about live hundred men made their

appearance and interupted the telegraphic aDd rail¬
road communications with Baltimore for thirty-six
hours. The whole number operating in this di¬

rection is judged by our inlormant to have been

about'.seven or eight 'hundred troopers with two

pieces of artillery.
There were still other bodies operating in other

directions on the outskirts of the city, and these
several detachments represent, as near as we can

now estimate, about four thousand men, being a

portion of the eight thousand men who, as we

stated on Friday la^t, were engaged in the expedi¬
tion, according to the information furnished to u«

at that time from what we believed to be a reliable
source, the letter of a Confederate officer writing
in the confidence of friendship to a kinsman in
this city. We were then in some doubt whether
it was meant to embrace in this number the
whole expedition engaged in the invasion of Ma¬

ryland, or only that part of it which, after the bat¬

tle C* Monocacy, was detached in this direction to

amuse a^ distract our authorities while their

comrades were off towards the Potomac

fords with their booty. We hope .oon to gain

some definite intelligence on this point, when we

can make a more accurate approximation to tbc

entire force enlisted in the recent invasion. The

Richmond papers, in reciting the successes of the

expedition, will doubtless shed some light on its

numerical strength.
Those who assert the recent presence of a largf

force in Maryland, reaching the number of thirty-
five or forty thousand.[Mr. Wilkeson is alone in
the estimate of fifty thousand].overlook some

palpable considerations which an- opposed to this

idea, and anyone of which should induce rational

peoplo to practice great camion in making such
assertions.

In the first place, with all the idmittcd want of

military vigilance in ashington, it is impossible
to believe that a foroe of such magnitude could
make a descent on Maryland and on the capital in
such a stealthy manner as really to take our mili¬

tary administration by surprise. The intrusion of
a mou»e into one's dwelling may escape notice, but
the entrance of an elephant does not come without
observation. The larger the number of the enemy
tbc worse for the credit of the military admin¬
istration which was surprisod by its approach.

In the second place, the invading force not only
did not compa.*H, but did not even attempt any
thing worthy of thirty-five thousand men ; and cer¬

tainly it will not be pretended that the enemy's
haidihood wa> any where repressed by the boldness
and vigor of our forces in resisting bis advance.
He went where he pleased throughout the State
without serious inconvenienoc or molestation.
doing, however, only what ten thousand men could
more successfully do than thirty-five thousand,
because of the greater celerity of movement in
smaller bodies.

In the third place, who supposes that Gen Leo
oan spare, at this crisis of the war, thirty-five thou¬
sand men from bis operations in Petersburg and
Richmond?

And, in the fourth place, who supposes that our

military administration would think it safe to pur¬
sue the retreating enemy with the small force sent
to harass and overtake him, if it was really thought
that the enemy numbered thirty five thousand
men? On this supposition, it would be patriotic
to hopo that our pursuing forces might not suc-

oeed in overhauling the invaders.
in view of these obvious considerations, we hope

the judicious friends of the military administration
Will no longer seek unduly to praotisc on their own
credulity in this matter, as the exorcise of a little
common sense will at least preserve them from
adopting estimates which arc self-evident ab¬
surdities. It is better to speak within the
bounds of reason, and, though truth is not always
identical with verisimilitude, it is not safe to dis
card all rcspcot for the latter in making assertions
open to manifest oxceptions on the score of proba¬
bility. Whatever may be the truth in the pre¬
mises, we are sore that every body will agree with
11s in admitting that there is no verisimilitude in
the unsubstantiated declaration that the rcccnt in-

au»t»r#d tbW-fiti 01 fWriy
men; and wh*®, lo *h. abaeoo* of deflate vb-

formation, all the difficulties of the problem are

bettor solved by accepting a much more moderate

statement, which is equally confirmed by the teeti-

mony of Confederate officers and by the observation
of intelligent citizens of Maryland, we cannot doubt

what the opinion of ordinary people will be on the

subject.
MILITARY BUCOLICS.

An ingenious writer has said that if an English¬
man,* Frenchman, and a German, severally repre¬
senting the distinctive types of their respective na¬

tional chaiaotcra, were required to prepare 110 moa

accurate report on the size, shape, nature, .nd habits

of the camel, they would each Bet about the per¬
formance of the task in a different way. -The ng-
lishman would immediately betake lnmselt to the

regions inhabited by the quadruped, and there study
him in all Lin anpeots and r.-lations, preliminary to

the preparation of the required treatise. The

Frenchman, with nice analysis and wide researc 1,
would ppcedily collect all that had been written on

the subject by antecedent observers, and from
these resources compile, with rare ingenuity and

faultless method, a masterly description of the
" ship of the desert." The Gorman, true to his

subjective nature, would follow still another course.

He would ruminate long on the conditions of the

proposed problem in the seclusion of his closet,
and there, after much profound meditation on the

pro-established harmonies and analogies of the
animal world, would gradually prooced to develop
the bulk, habits, figure, and qualities of the oamel

mm the </(]>!ha 0/ his internal contciousneu.
We have been reminded of these several me¬

thods of inquiry by the different speculations of
some of our contemporaries with regard to the

size, purposes, and operations of the force recently
engaged for two weeks at different points in the

invasion of Maryland. The English method of
observation having been pretermitted (either from

prudential considerations or from a want of natural

curiosity on the partof our military authorities) until
the opportunity of testing scientifically the pro¬
portions and aspects of the invading force of the

enemy was lest, it follows that .11 who are now

animated by a love of knowledge on this subject,
and who have sufficient energy to pursue it under

difficulties, arc left to select one or the other ot
the two remaining methods.the trench or the
German. Some there are who much affect the
French s}steiu of iuquiry. They gather copiously
all that has been eeen, said, or written by others
about the operations of the invaders, and, accord¬
ing to their means of correct information, and the
measure of their credulity, proceed from the data
before them to determine the probable numbers,
movements, and designs of the invaders. Under
these circumstances, it is natural that the account*

gleaned in this way with regard to the non¬

descript Confederate camel recently wandering on

our borders should differ widely, according tc tho
sources from which they are drawn.

But the German method of scientific deduction
is, after all, the favorite one with a few persons of
more philosophical and speculative turn of mind.

Abstracting their thoughts from the sublunary
things of time and sense, and placing a profound
aod implicit relianoc on the inscrutable wisdom of
our military administration, they prooeed, with
much assurance of faith and docility of under¬
standing, to argue the magnitude of the enemy
from the magnitude of the panic into which our

authorities were thrown. Where the fright was

so great, it is natural to supp jse, they cogently rea¬

son, that it was orcated by an adequate cause, and
as nothing leBs than fifty thousand veteran troops,
aiming to take tho capital, ought to have sentsuch
;?Tor before theui into the hearts of our rulers,
erc,o the rc<5C"t invading for*e numbered fifty
thousand, and wat designed to take W ashington.
This is the German method of developing the size,
movements, and objective point* of an army,
« from the depths of the internal consciousness,"
and is, we need not say, the one most approved by
" loyal" and official minds.

It were useless to inform our readers that our

highly subjoctive and phil osophical contemporary,
the Washington Chronicle, favors the Germanic
method of iLquiry with regard to the nature, mag¬
nitude, and objects of the recent invasion of Alary-
land. In its number of Saturday last it says:
"The rebel* are so tittered becnuse they hive put two

gre.it cnpltals. Wabington aid Baltimore, in terror, («nrf
Ut um Jot out inrn $nkrx arr-jtt tkt astrrtutn that ih'.y h-jve
dn*. »n with n ntry largf f.>Tce,) that they will not hesitate
I., rep.at the eiperiroent, aod when they do our entrench¬
ment* abould be filled with earnest, eaj< r. and disciplined
men."
We should like to gratify our confiding neigh¬

bor by accepting the plea which it makes to tho
indulgent consideration of the people when it asks
them " for our own sakes" to accept" the assertion"
that it must have been " a very large force" which
could have " put two great capitals, Washington
and Baltimore, in terror." The "terror," we oheer-
ful'y admit, in the ca«m of those for which it is
entitled to speak, if it will be any satisfaction to
our contemporary, but we beg humbly to suggest
that, it will require something more than " asser¬

tion" to convince us that "a very large force" is
the only cause which could prodnoe such an effect
on certs in persons not necessary to ba named re¬

siding in Maitimore of course. . We must have
more ccgent evidence on this point. Especially is
such evidence necessary whon the Chronicle devotes
itself daily to the insertion in its reporter's columns
of facts and testimony which tend utterly to dis¬
credit the military theory projected under its edi¬
torial head with regard to the extent and object of
the invasion. For instance, in its number of Sat-
urday, the reporter of our contemporary, who has
been following the path of the " invader" on the
outskirts of our city, is allowed to say :

" It is only a f»-w d*ys since Washington was startled out
of its propiit-ty by the announcement of a large rebel force
wilhin ils suburb*. We have hitherto been ao quiet and
undisturbed in the enjoyment of our rights as citizens and as
Unionists that the b»relaoe«l audacity of rebel raiders pre¬suming to come within a bird's-eye view of nnr capitalwould hav been a sufficient reaaon for far more trepida¬tion than any of the must nervous experienced."

This is quite consolatory to " nervous" individu¬
als. Indeed, we think it must be admitted that
the " barefaced audacity" of these " rebel raidors"
had never been sufficiently appreciated until this
discerning reporter reminded us of it.
The writer then proceeds to discourse on the

mysterious fact that the rebels should have been
<1 allowed" to make this raid, and he arrives at the

.if MA »t« MtliulM Ikit "WHUMI w4
oU.Ll not to dUguU* from our»alva« *fcat they
have, indeed, ventured up to the very mouth
of our Washington citadel* ." To this effect ho
writes:

. .
«' Whatever may have beeu the reMon, \f, mdMd, there

be one why the rebel- should have been allowed to make
.« extensive aod destructive a raid, itis a fact^tha: we C.n-
not aod ought uot to disguise lroui ours* ves,' _aL' lhave, iudei d, ventured up :o the very mouth of our Wash
ington citadels, and that almost have they **V llieu in hi. deu ; the Douglas in bU hair Ihey have been
here, and they have Left thnr traces behind

He prooeeds therefore to describe these " tra¬

ces" in the devastating path of the invading
" horde," lying in the direction of Fort Lincoln,
as follows :

"Leaving Fort Lincoln ard out the Bladen^burg road. every thing wearn the Baun* qu e

fields look as though tLey had never b^npa.wdby a de¬
vastating hord*. far le->s as if sacrilegious '

. Unic obeen laid upon them. On our way we met several Uuu

soldiers, tired and faint."

These "Union soldiers" »ere doubtless "tired
and faint" from the vigor with which they had
inarched on Washington as the enemy approached
the city on Monday or Tuesday last, 'lhe repor¬
ter proceeds :

" Making track* along the Bladensburg by no

mean# dtticult to come across residences which have re¬

ceived memorable voiU from rebel detachment* Here
ataiids i>ne, for instanoe. It is a fill ¦> capacious wooden
farm house, standing considerably back from the mam

toad. It you make your vi*it to it in easy and familiar
style, you thread your w«y through a flourishing corn nel<J,
and are instantly beret by two bull dogs, whose actions
betray a distant affinity to incipient hydrophobia Ibis aa-
vance guard having performed their duties to admiration,
aud being safely parsed, you are at length able to attain
the main building, whicti, however, bears no traces ot
having been visited by unfriendly scouts The proprietor,
however, assures us that this was so. On 'I uesday, at the
respectable hour of five o'clock, a small patty of rebel
cavalry rode up 10 the door and request-d glares of milB
for the parly The names of these were Lieut f ord, ~Ucn
regiment Virginia cavalry, Win. L Jackson» corps,
Breckinridge's division; Capt. J. D. Meal, and Lieut
Craycroft; the name of the fourth had slipped our infor¬
mant's memory. 7/oy acknowledged withoutretervatwn
that they were Confe.dir.itr. soldiers, and they likewise
averred that their only mission was to procure the gent e

stimulant of a glass of milk all round."
What audacity is here! These iovaders, it

seems, "acknowledged without reservation" that
they were Confederate soldier#, and, with perjured
art, rivalling the duplicity of feinon before tho
walls of Troy, they masked their fell designs on

the capital of the nation by "averring that their
only mission was to procure the gentle stimulant
of a glass of milk."
The alarming magnitude of the insurgent forces

operating on the line of the railroad in thia direc¬
tion more clearly appears in such statements as

the following, made by tho same loyal reporter for
the Chronicle:

" If the rebel visiters at this vicinity had been in a con
dition to damage it 'here is no doubt they could h ivt occa¬
sioned considerable loss. The fields were teeming with
rich harvests, and several hundred head of c*ttle w»-re
grasiug in the adjoining grounds Under the force of cir-
cumstanoes, however, they are said to have behaved them¬
selves very respectably. ...

" The rebel visiters, one and all, said that1 if the Yan
kees dared to come as near to Richmond as we are to
Washington the ladies would take them prisM.ers.wo¬
men who, once worth two or three hundred thousand dol¬
lars, are now c mpelled to work like common laborers in
the open fi- ld. Indeed, lr<>m the way in which our infor¬
mant spoke of his late visiters, whum he iuvoluntarily and
under proto«t entertained, it is to be argued that they hold
the Yankees in the nv st contemptible estimation, and that
they look upon the past war policy as effete, and unequal
to the requirements of the hour. Their visit was ol about
an hour's length, and, being refreshed by unlimited glasses
of milk, they made a retrea', and doubtless had a good time
of it for the rest of the eveningJ'

After reading thus far in this bucolic report of
our loyal neighbor we fell into a fit of musing, our

minds being sorely puzzled to acoount for this pro¬
pensity of the bibulous Southerners to refresh
themselves with " unlimitod glasses of milk," as a

tonic or stimulant preliminary to tho deadly as

Bault they meditated on the capital. By what be¬
nignant influences, we ask, was it that these bloody
men, fifty thousand strong, (we have Mr. Wilke-
son's word for it,) were turned from tho pillage
and sack of Washington to engage in predacious
raids on the dairies of Maryland? ' Did mother
Nature re-assert her power over theso rugged spi¬
rits, and bring back to their famished lips the pri¬
mitive tastes of childhood, that they might be ar¬

rested in their wild career against the capital by
the savory'enticcments of the milk pan and the oream
jag? We know it was a sudden rush of tender re¬

membrance of youth and innocence aod love which
held in check the hand of Medea, in tho clastic
p ,pc of Apollonius Uhodius, as sho raised that
hand aloft in the act of meditated self-destruction,
and who shall say that it was not " the gentle stim¬
ulant of a glass of milk all round," to use the lan¬

guage of the Chronicle's reporter, which diverted
these myrmidons of Jeff. Davis from their " sicri-
leeious" assault on the oential seat of the national
life? If this view should commeod itself to sub¬
jective and contemplative minds, we have only to

suggest that hereafter, in turning our eyes up¬
wards to bless the propitious sUrs, we should, in

memory of our laet great dcliverancc, avert our

gaic from flaming Mars (who did so little for us

in our last extremity) and concentrate all our loyal
admiration and worship on the Milky Way, which
wo may piously suppose to have "rained influ¬
ence down" on the minds and hearts of our one.

mics, reviving in their mouths such a taste for tho
laotesl secrctions of tho vancioe udder that, in¬
stead of sating their passions in the frantic strife
of war, they were content to soothe their sanguin¬
ary thirst with "unlimited glasses of milk."

N. B. We have but a single request to make of
the reporter for our contemporary to whom we are

indebted for these charming military idylls in
prose: it is, that when ho next starts outon a tour
of observation among tho milkmen and milkmaids
alarmed by the reoont invaders, he will bo enriouf
enough to inquire whether theso desperadoes car¬

ried any thing like shooting-irons and other imple¬
ments of warfare , or whether, as we infer from the
laclea ubrrta* of his narrative, they were simply
armed with lactometers, by which to test tho qua¬
lity of milk before they deigned to imbibo that
" gentle stimulant."

CROPS IN SOUTHERN KENTUCKY.

The correspondence of the Department of Agriculture
represents a very promising conditio of the crops in
Southern Kentucky. Mr. Newton, the Cemmiis oner, has
shown us a letter from Jamestown, in Russel county, near

the Tennessee line, from which it appears that the yield of
wheat is extraordinary, considering the damage by freei-
ing last winter. Some of it is better than ever known
there l»efnrc. The total product will be equal to last year
Grass and oats are very fioe, forty or fifty per cent, better
than last year. Corn, too, promises a better yield, though
the number of acres planted was less by about one third.
Cotton looks well. Potatoes are (food The weather driv¬
ing May and June was very seasonable Altogether, a more
favorable eondilion of agricultural affairs could not be
asked

?KX Of in* iMVADIMO ITOBOSi

Wo obsarve that Mr. Bamuel Wilkeaon, th« Intelli¬
gent Washington oorrespond«nt of the N«w York
Tribuue, has prepared and published a statmnont de¬

signed to show that the insurgent forces engaged in
the recent invasion of Maryland rcaohed the probable
number of "fifty thousaud veteran troops!" In

support of this statement Mr. Wiikeson adduces
the following data:

1. An intercepted letter written by a cavalry
colonel in Hampton's division, dated "Ten miles
northwest of Richmond, Va., June 22," in which
ho stated, in the confidence of writing, to a friend:
u Ewell's Corps, with Hampton's cavalry, over

fifty thousand of us in all, have received orders to
march to Harper's Ferry, and the rations for the
men necessary to go there have been issued."

2. A statement made in Alexandria by one

Rowe, a Fredericksburg secessionist, (recently in
thin eity negotiating with our military authorities
for the return of oertain hostages,) to the effect
that " he had been too guarded to tell at the Union
Olub rooms, where he was feasted here, [in Wash¬
ington,] that Gen. Early, with twenty thousand
mon, would soon leave Richmond for an attack on

Washington." [A very "guarded" man was Mr.
Rowc, to tell in Alexandria what he was too pru¬
dent to tell in Washington. And the inferenoe of
Mr. Wiikeson is very significant when he says:
" Sufficient heed was not given to this tattling,
but to-day it is fresh in the remembranco of offi¬
cial person«."]

3. The statement of " A. H. Woolford, Assist¬
ant Surgeon Second Maryland Battalion Cavalry,"
that " he supposes" the reoent expedition contained
10,000 cavalry, and " thinks" the infantry num¬

bered 40,000 or 45,000. The truthfulness of
Woolford s alleged statement maybe inferred from
the following specimen of his evidence :

" It whs reported yesterday that Gen. Lee was crossing
at Dfainesville with 100,000 men. Nearly the whole rebel
army is in Virginia. J huson's force is the in« that was

operating near Bnltimore tVe came yesterday from Balti¬
more to Washington, and struck the railroad at Laurel
Station, burning a train of cart."

As the raiders never went to Laurel, and as the
petty force which made a descent in that direction
came from llockville, (as the people who live at

Laurel report,) it will be seen that Dr. Woolford
is not a very accurate story-teller.

4. Mr. Wiikeson says that he knows " positively
that preparations were made to assault Washing¬
ton last Sunday night," but tho idea was aban¬
doned on Monday night, under the impression
that tho "golden opportunity" was lost. [This is
given as " proof No. 4" to sustain the belief that
the insurgent army numbered 50,000 men. We
hope our readers can appreciate its furoe. We
oannot.]

5. Under tho head of "fifthly," Mr. Wiikeson
enumerates a variety of particulars, such as.
That there wore two Mnjor General* in the expedition;

that they ventured to come within a mile of our defences ;
tli it " Major Fry telegraphtd to headquarters herefrom
Rockville that the enemy's columu was a in'lelong;" that
on July 10 a despatch from Lee>sburg said, " five thousand
rebel cavalry entered this town between six and seven P.
M.;" that ' on the l ight of July 1*2 traius moved without
cessation beyond Fort De Kussey to the northwest, and
were so reported here by lelrgmphthat at daylight on

July 13, on the ol1 Rockville city road, rebels "commenc¬
ed. p*s«ong Virginia wards, sod continued to paaa in an un

interrupted stream till 12 35In the afternoon; that Breck-
ioridgr's and Early'* divisions of infantry parsed Rockville
on the nifcbt of the 12th ; that the rear guard under Jack
son, an entire brigade, passed through Rockville afler two
o'clock in the afternoon of the 13th; that on the 13th
threa regimt-nts of rebel cavalry were seen from Fort Reno
to pass on the rosd to Great Falls; and that two hundred
wagons pud two thousand head of cattle passed Leesburg
July 12, food for the columns ooming up behind

Now, in simple reply to all this array of " sta¬

tistics," we beg simply to auggost to our readers
that the presence of 50,000 men in any quarter,
even in the vicinity of Washington, where there
appears to be so little military enterprise or cu¬

riosity, would not require to be substantiated by
injerences. It is Byron who sings:
" How odd, a single hobgoblin's nonentity,
Should cause more fear than a whole hosts'* identity;",

and yet, " odd " as the thing may be, it is none the
less truo, as witness the alarm created by inch
shadowy " nonentities" as Mr. Wiikeson projects
on paper, making them more terrible, to his oyes,
than fifty thousand rebel " identities."

Fifty thousand men would be likely to make
their presence felt in a way whioh would leave no

necessity for a resort to speculation and oonjeoture.
In the face of such a self-evident proposition,
all elaborated papor estimates like those of Mr.
Wiikeson are really the strongest confirmation of
the truth that the alleged magnitude of the rccent

expedition had no foundation in fact, but is purely
a figment of the imagination. And, in corrobora¬
tion of this opinion, we insert below, copied from
the Washington Chronicle of yesterday, some in¬
teresting information furnished by one of its edi-
tors or reporters, who made a trip to Rockville on

Thursday last " for the purpose of ascertaining the
whereabouts of the rebel foroes and of gleaning
some tidings of their doings by inquiring of the
proplc of Rockville." If there are exaggerations
or miscalculations in this statement they are doubt¬
less unintentional, resulting mainly from the fact
that the writer's informants may havo oonfoundod
matters a little by supposing that every detach¬
ment of tho enemy, moving in different directions,
represented a different body of men, tending to
swell the segregate force engaged in the invasion.
As the expedition, acoording to our information,
was set on foot for the purpose of booty, we may
presume that Its several detaohments wero very
active in their movements, and in this way would
be apt to produce by their ubiquity an impression
with regard to their numbers whioh was simply the
result of their celerity and enterprise.

Correspond?nee of the W ashington Chronicle.
Ro< Kvu.i.K, (Md.) July 14, i«f»4.

Wo learn thst the few Union residents of Rockville and
vicinity were apprised on Sunday night that the rebels
were coming, and the former (led for refuge into the
woods.
On Mondsy tome three thousand of the rebel forces

csme up from the river, supposed to have crossed the Po-
tomtc at Kdwaids's Kerry, and took the river road, pass¬
ing along five miles smith of Rockville to the vicinity of
Tenallytown. At the same time Bradley Johnson's com¬

mand went via Frederick and turned off towards Bladens
burg. Another detachment came via Damascus, Hyatts-
town, Laytonsville, Mechaniraville, and Rockville, and
thence to the Seventh street road. Still another detach¬
ment had taken another route to Washington which was

not known.
This eors ituted about one-half of the force engaged In

fie raid. The other half, or about that proportion, were

e igaged in plundering and carrying off their plunder,
while those before named were making the feint npon
Washington, to distract attention from the raiders, and to
indaee a depletion of Gen. Mesde's army, through the

tuti wtiOk tt*jr taleulftUd tbeir femtabU
Mm would exalt* roytWnj the utttj ot tke MplUJ.
The entire movruiaat w*s deliberately eouoarted Mid

harmoniously carried out.every detaohiueut of any tike

evidently understanding exactly what waa expected of
them, aud where they were expected at appointed times.
The force waa commanded by Gen Early, and under

him Oeu. Breckinridge commanded the infantry and Gen.
Ransom the cavalry; the latter numbered from six to

eight tbousaud; and many of the former returned mount¬

ed, though oare waa fir«t takeu to supply all the cavalry
with better horses than they had when they came. When

they returned tbey admitted a large lota at Port Stevens,
aud expressed disappointment at encountering veterans

there. Their artillery consisted of three (some say four),
batteries. The iufantry and some of the cavalry are rep-,
resented to have been terribly rugged, and many of them

barefooted, when tbey advanced.
When the detachment which came in by the way of

Rockville were approaching that village, their ooming hav-

ing been reported by fleeing citizens, Major Fry, with a

force of dismounted cavalry, went out to meet th -m, and,
at Gaithersville, about five miles from Rockville, with

about six hundred men, enc )unte>ed some twenty five hun¬

dred infantry ar.d cavalry, aud was obliged to fall btck.
His movement cbeoked them but a short time.
When they reached the town tbey speedily proceeded to

help themselves to what tbey particu ariy needed in the

way of shoes and clothes, and gathered a few horses aud

oaltle, which they dispatched to the rear, leaving the uiosc

part of tbeir plundering until their return. On Tuesday1
last they finished up their work perfectly leaving but four
horses in Kockville, and no larger proportion in other parts
of that county. Tbey took all the carriages but one or two

Mr. David Bond, a well-known secessionist, wtta the only
storekeeper in Kockville who escaped. They not only
droye off tbe private vehicles, single as well as double, but!
they captured the mail stages. Major John G. lug'nam
lost twelve hundred dollars' worth of horses, Mr. Vierssix
hundred bushels of oats, and Judge B >wie all his horses
and a large quantity of corn.
We learned from the Union cititens of Rorkville and

vicinity that the people of Rockville, and indeed of almost
toe entire county, have taken the oath of allegiance, and

yet that theie are large numbers of them who had been

predicting the coming and purposes ol the raiders for
weeks before they came. Among the citizens who were

especial objects of search, and who had fled to the woods
and thus succeeded in escaping, was Mr. Maiden, provost
marshal.
Breckinridge stated, as he returned, that their friends

bad exaggerated the forlorn condition of the Yankee caps-
tal.bereft of all troops save the hundred days men, and
some of the forts having been cleared of their batteries.
And, though tbeir intention had only bet n to cover up their
raiding operations, and to induce Grant to withdraw troops
from tbe Army of the Potomac, when they beard these
stories they determined on Monday to attack the city that

nigbt. But the order was countermanded tlitt aftepioou.
The counter mandate did not reach all their lines ; hence
tbe apparent intention to assault Port Stevens on Tuesday.
When the rebels were leaving the town, on their return

to Edwards's Ferry, they were harassed considerably by
Col. Lovoll, of the 2d Massachusetts, his force, numbering
some five hundred dismounted cavalry, driving them until
tbeir rear guard was reinforced, when he was obliged to
fall back. Before doing so, however, he had quite a spirited
ecgig*-meut with them, during which he lost seven wounded
ant one killed. The rebels lost seveial killed; a colonel,
believed to be mortally wounded, wLo was supposed to be
secreted somewhere in the vicinity of Rockville; two

wounded, whom they could not carry away; and a large
number of others wounded whom they took with them iu
carriages and wagons which tbey had stolen.
Their retreat was simultaneous throughout their whole

line, or nearly to, a small portion passing down the river
road, and the remainder of their force concentrating fiom
various directions, aid passing through Hockviile en route

for Edwards's Perry, where almost their entire force
crossed.
They commenced retreatiug on Tuesday, and their front

line passed Rockville, and along other adjacent roads upon
a line with that place, at twelve o'clock on Tuesday nigbt,
and was continually filing by until twelve o'clock on Wed¬
nesday, when the rear of their main body had gone. Tbey
retained their pickets at Rockville, aud at the cross-roads
on the river road, as well as upon a road leading towards
Frederick, until between five and six o'clock on Wednes
day evening. Almost tbeir entire force is believed to have
crossed the river on Wednesday night. Thereafter, the
retreating foe consisted chiefly of stragglers, a consider¬
able number of whom were captured by the dismounted
cavalry and the advance of the Sixth Corps.
At three o'clock P. M. to-day the main body of the Sixth

Corps had passed tbe cross roads above named, ( we believe
Altorf's,) and a considerable number of the Nineteenth
Corps had followed. This evening tbe headquarters of
Gen. Wright, commanding tbe Sixth Corps, were at
Poolesville, twenty miles beyond Alcorfs, and about
thirty miles from Washington. r.

THE NUMBER OP THE INVADERS.

Having given publicity to the coujectural estimate of
Mr. Wilkeson, the Washington correspondent of the New
York Tribune, as founded on inference! from intercepted
letter*, the '. tattling" of Rowe, a secessionist, and t.tber
sources, inducing him to reckon the late invading host in
Maryland at fifty thousand men, it is due to truth that we
should sUte Mr. Wilkeson's impressions cn this subject ae

derived from bis own personal observitioua. We quote
from his correspondence which appears in the Tribune of
Saturday last, as follows:

" Wakhiikitov, July 13, lSf>4.
" A visit to the battle ground of last evening ; a visit to

Francis P. Blair's estate, called Silver Spring, which Early
and Breckinridge occupied for their headquarters: a ro-
connoissance six miles beyond Silver Spring; a visit to an

extemporixed rebel hospital at Graves's at ire, eight miles
this side of Roekville, where fifty-nice Georgian*, too se¬

verely wounded to be moved farther, hud been operated
on, and left partly in tents, partly on the naked ground, to
fi«ht out a new bnttle be'.wen death and life; a visit to
the bulletrcnt trees, and ho|let-torn houses and fences and
rails, and the perforate earth of rifle pits between the re¬
bel and the Union skirmish lines of yesterday's conflict, fill
me with a higher and a larger sense of the fighting man¬
hood of the handful of soldiers of th« Sixth Corps who
raised the siege of Washington, and relieved Maryland of
the acandsl of being occupied and plundered by a lorce
that Hancock's men or Warren'* me k would any day de¬
vour as a recreation.
" Silver Spring does not indicate occupation by over one

hundred men For six miles beyond Silver Spring only
the fields next to th« rond on -either side, and these exclu-
sive'y pastures or open woods, indicate occupation. In
none of them is there a sign of artillery In all of thenj
the tokens of occupation are of the thinnest and lightest
kind. Th« consumption of rails lor fuel surely measures
an exceedingly amnll force The full and untouched hay¬
stacks, the undisturbed oat and wheat fields ripe for the
harvest, the untouched corr,fields, most of the ears partly
tassrled out, and soir.e of them fit to roast, indicate uu-

quest onably a small cavalry force, and an infaotry force
so small as to be easily and fully Ted. 'I be tokens of butch¬
ered cattle, all killed m the corners of fields neit the road,
and all easily aud certiinly to be counted, also indicate a
small force.
"The proof is incontrovertible that the body of men whi

beleaguered Washington was utterly insignificant, save in
their audacity and courage. Admirable as these were,
they paled aud cowered before the perfect manhood, the
dash, the delirious fighting ji y of the Sixth Corps sold era,"

A PATRIOTIC AVOWAL

The Albany Argus says i " We are gla l to see Oen. Dix
plaee himself upon the platform of constitutional law.
from which hit superiors sought to displace him. On
Saturday, his ease coming np before Judge Russell, Judge
Pierrepont said, that " if after hearing all the facts in the
case, his Honor came to the conclusion that an ofl'enee bad
been committed against the laws of the State, Orn. Dix
would how >0 /Ac tvjtrrmticf of thr law If at his age, so

loyal a man as Gen. I>ix had been guilty of kidnapping and
inciting to a riot, then It was time he was punished."
There is no purpose to prejudge Oen Dil, hut to assert
the right of tbe courts to inquire into an ontrage, no matter
by what illegal authority committed."

A torpedo boat is constructing at Eaat Haven, (Conn.)
8he will be br>mb proof, covered with irop plate* of a

grna'er thickness than those upon the mooitors, and pro¬
vided with powerful machinery.

run Ot eoveiuiu* ftBTMQUS.
The N«w York World of Tuesday lMt iUIm that th«

ordering oak of certain militia regiments of that city had
caused quite a senaatn.u amoug the commands there. It
add*:

'' The prompt a id patriotic orders of the Governor pro-

Tf tt,qUw?' uud«f the present erudition
of the National Guard, for the position of New York iu
thia emergency Iu lact, the National Guard in New
York and Brooklyn have easentially ooustituted the Na-
tioual Guard of the State, aud its onerous aud honorable
duties hare almost entirely fallen upou them. Thia injua
t»o®. well as the occurrence of any possible disturbance
by lawless and evil-dupoaed peraona here, ia provided for

tt-.v"Ulann*"r- Th« 4th- 6"'. 11th, 84th.
JJd, .).> h, Jt>tb, and 9th regiment*, moat of whom have
as yet *een little or no service, but who will be equal to
veterans in the garrison duty which the Government eon-
tomplatea for them, are ordered to its assistance: while
the 1st 3d 5tb, 7th, 8th, 9th, 12th 22d. 37th, 55th, 69th
71st, and 7bth regiments, which bave already and repeat¬
edly borne oneroui pirta iu responding to previous oalla
are allowed to remain at home and although danger o«ed
hardly be apprehended here from any reason. yet in any
event they will b* entirely sufficient for home scurity
At the same time the organization of the National Guurd
ia to be promptly proceeded with, which, but for previous
politicui interference, would now have been in a muck more
effective condition to air ist the General Government than
it in. llie following ia the proclamation of Governor Sei-
moor:

*

"State ok New York,
" Executive Qtparimtnt, Albany, July 8, 1864.

" Trie events ot the pnat three years have shown theueeea.
aity of a well organised militia to uphold the lawa to put
down disorders; to suppress iuaorrec'ioua, and to reuel In**,
slous. The State of New York haa been called upon th re*
times to furnish Hh militia to protect the National Capital and
to drive back invpiou of a'-j .cent States. The fooitb'call
huH now beeu muds by the President

" Heretotore the burden has been thrown upon the oitiea of
Nt,w York and Brookl>n, with the excep-ion of a few meu
sent from the counties of Ulster, Grsere, AlbaKy. Dutchess
Columbia, line, and Chantanqna Other parts of the State
have douo uoi.li ng iu answer 10 these calls of the President
neither aro they iu condition to discharge their dutiea to the
rli6' .u

8 18 1101 ou,y nne<lnul a»d unjust, but in violation
or the theory ot onr Government, and it must not be louver
continued The calls made by the General Government must
o< met by every county iu pioportion to its member*; and in
the came degr.-e must every oounty be in a '.ondition to en
forco the laws of the State, the decision, of the judM.£,to
U a^ority*06 ' &Ud 10 put dowu to "law

" It ia my duty to carry out the law of the State providingfor the enrollment of the militia, the organization of the N*
tioua Gstard, and tor the public defence

In pursuance of the pr visions ot said act, I do, therefore
order and direct the commandants of each company district'
in the hirst, Second, Third, Fourth, Filth, Sixth, Seventh'
and Liglilh . lviaiona, io accept eultlcient volunteers should
the same ( It r withih ten days, to raise their several 'conpa-majutuiu the same at the iu iximum number provided
her flfii f *ntt,clent "ball ""t offer, then a sulM, ient num¬
ber alia II I* -rawy. rrom the reserve militia of iaid dlstricta
under the enrollment made pursuant to the law or thia State'
and which en ollment comniandanta will complete withoot

6 ay- Horatio Siymour,
it t m

" G"veril0r and Commander in-Chief
Josiah r. Miller, Inspector General S. A. Y "

On the 12th instant, four days after the date of the
foregoing proclamation, Oof. Srymouk issued a general
order directing the commandants of all regimenta of tbe
National Guard to hold their commands in readineaa for
immediate feryico. The mhjor g,.era]« and brigadier
generals were directed to see this order at once promul¬
gated throughout their divisions end brgidea. In con¬
nexion with thja order, he also issued an appeal to the peo
pie of the State to aid iu carrying it out by Joining tbe
National Guard, or by such other raaaaures as would give
that organization the numbers required by law Reaaid .

Unless thia ia done at once I cannot respond ti the call
now mad* b. the President of the Unit-d States The
Nationa. Constitution declares that a well-regulated militia
ia w-ce^aty to the aecurity of a free State. If w« had
herded thia truth we should not hare been exposed to in¬
vasion, to the diagrace o( riuta, and to tbe hazards of atill

T,h!u«»>-. economywhich l&ad to disregard tbia waruuig bave been fearfnlly
punished. 1 he cost of arming and equipping the National

w v \Ve t" lrifllu* with the amount
which New York mutt now pay as its quota of tbe expenseof driving back the armies wcich now threaten the national
capital. Let ua be warned by the errora of the past I
implore all etttzena to lay aside pasaion and pi*jn*ice,'an<f
unite in carrying out a law clearly demanded by the honor
the intereat, and the safety of the State and nation In

fVIi kW ^°rk fihlB d,lty hMb»«,n utterly ne-

? k
burden of answering calls for the militia

has been thrown upon a lew auctions of the 8tate In a
time of civil war we are perplexed with many qoeetioaawhich are beyond the graip of any mind. We see from
diflerent stand points, and reach conflicting conclusion*
It is only ignorance ard bigotry which make these d ffer-
ence. and v ews occasions for controversy and reproach.
However we may differ on other points there should be
no conflict of opinion aa to tbe dusiea we owe to the State
acd National Gpvernmenta. I eibort all not to allow tha r

passion j, their prejudices, and saspiciona to increase tbe
dangera which overhang us I^et ua cordially unite in
numbeta essential to the preservation ot the national unitythe power of our 8tafc», the peace and good order of soc.etj'
Foremost amongst them ia the organisation of those liable
*i7yrh00t ra*,,*'ct ® wd "r political opinions, into
local military c'-mpaniea, m .rder to meet the constitutional
nientD fVh t T^overnm>>r't. to aecure the enforce¬
ment of the lawa d the State, and to afford security to tbe
Ima and homes of our citizens. Ttis must be done at
once.

It appears from a published correspondence between
C. Godfkry Gun i iier. Major of New York, and Major
Geu Kax dkhiiu, of th - New York Militia, that the former
protested against any material reduction of the organized
and uniformed militia of tbe city. He wrote to the latter
under date of the 11th instant:

'

Protection, in case of ri »t or popular outbreak is
especially repoaed u our organ-zed c ty regiments I 'mm.
tertain gravf' apprehensions that their withdrawal from
the city, at a tune when the depreciation of our currency is
bearing bea.!y up, o the mass of «.r popdIaSoivSSbltempt the UwI-aa and eftl disposed t» avail tkemaelvea nf

«b.i.oyu ... tk,. i [,..a,i..;pgy''
ar.on a^d plunder. In such an event, which, in my jud*
mi nt, I re«ret to say, may not be o .naidered improbabS
fnl?C r / ur and powerful poliee Woum prr)T^
inadequate to our protect.on in theabat-nce of tbem.litnrr
I therefore most earnestly prote.t against any mateSl
redtielionia this period of our organ zed and uniformed
military forco, especially when ample supplies of fro .n«
can be furnished to meet any emergency from points wher*
fu i^?g!r bS *PP'*hended of the character above
alluded to, and to which tbe city of New York is ao pe¬
culiarly exposed" .e"

MaJ^rGen. Sanhkord replied aa follows. We qnote
the substance of bis letter :

' 1.fuVJ' M/^wilh you in the necessity of retain.n# an
organized snd disciplined military force in ouVewi
evi"^ I"!, rf" 1' '?PPrM; "ny <lf tbe lawless and
evi -disposed membr-rs of our coiniuuuitv to renew th.»

eoen^l of arson and plunder which disgraced our city last
summer, during the absence of the city reg.menta. In an
aw, ring the present call of the Pre.ident upon the Gih
vernor of our State, only three thousand and five hundred

ieiii have been i.etailed fr<wi this division aa our quota of
t^e twelve thousand required ; and ifter thia detachment ia
withdraws Isball atill retain twelve of the disciplined re.
g'rneut* of the firat division in the city, ready, willing and
abundantly able to put down promptly any demonatration
against the pence and good order of the community "

NAVAL 1NTKLLIGENCE.
Hear Admiral D T. Farragut, writing fo (he Navy De

partrnent from on hoard his flsgahip Hartford, under date
of July 6tb, reporta tbe destruction by fire of the blockade
fiion r which was chased on shore near Fori Morgan Mo
bile harbor, on the night of tbe 1st iaaUnt. The blockade
runner waa sot on fire by a boat expedition from tbe Hart¬
ford, composed t f three boat*, and totally destroyed. The
boarding party waa eovered by several of our gunboats,
but the euemy 's force, whioh was lying within a short die
ance, did not open fire until the blockade runner had been
complete!) burnt out The name of the vessel was not
ascertained, but our men returned lafely to the Haitford
after having successfully accompliahed tbe taak assigned
to tbem.
Admiral Dahlgren. writing from on board his flagship

Philadelphia, in Stono river, 8 C., under det* of July lu,
informs the Navy Department that on tbe 8',h instant tbe
IT 8 steamer H inonia, Lieut. Com. Matthews, captured
fhe small side-wheel steamer Ida, which vessel loft Sapelo
tho night before, bound to Narsan The Ida had on board
.t the time of her captuse fifty four bales of cotton.
Admiral Dahlgren also reports the captut-e of the rebel

schooner Pocabontaa, on the night of July 7th, by the W
8. steamers Azalea and Sweet Hriar, while attempting to
pass out of Charleston harbor hound to Nassau. The Po
cahontas had on board fifty three bales of cotton and two
hundred and twenty-nine boxes of tobacco

The Government has pnrohaaed 1,654 cavalry horses in
Verm' nt since March 17, l«64, paying from $ 133 to $145
Alban"

Most of them Were skipped from Bt.


